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West Coast Perils

HEN we say Lhat the Pacific Coast should
Wha guarded by both ships and fortresses

and that the mlilitia should be tralned not
only to understand the use of weapons, but in
the methods used to martial and mobilize arm-
fes In the field; we are answered that we are at
peace with all the world, but that there is neith-
er probabllity nor possibility of any forelgn war,
while every day through the Influence of good
men and women and the Hague congress, the
relgn of peace is drawing nearer and nearer. No
one in the world more sincerely hopes that that
ig all true than do we, But the other day two
men barricaded themselves In a house in the
heart of London and for fifteen hours held at
bay 1,600 policemen and two companies of one
of BEngland's corack regiments—"the Scotch
Grays." The same regiment that Immortalized
{tself nearly a hundred years ago on that day of
days at Waterloo.

Men In California could not pay such white
labor as they could get, the wages they de
manded, and the farmers and fruit raisers of that
state resorted to the employment of Japanese
and such Chinese as are left In the country, The
rallroads of that state have imported thousands
of laborers into that gstate and have not been able
to retain In their service ten laborers out of
each one hundred thus importea, and have also
been obliged to employ Japanese to do their sec-
tion work., A paper is published there, the ob-
ject of which seems to be to Impress upon men
who are not fitted to do any but common labor,
that they are steadily belng abuged by the men
who employ labor, and last November a man was
elected Governor almost entirely upon the cry
of “down with the rallreads bossing Callfornla."
The publisher of a great newspaper there, who
had the temerity to oppose the tlde of more
than hn'’ anarchy which has been sweeping over
that state ever since the earthquake and fire of
San Franclsco, had his newspaper blown up by
dynamite, many of hls employes killed, and the
intention evidently was {o Include him with the
slain. Though that was months ago the officers
of the clty and slgte have ever since been
chasing clues of the eriminals apparently in vain,

When this hive of crime begins to swarm,
what will happen? Naturally, the violence will
turn first against the alien laborers employed
there. The cry will be that they are taking the
bread from the mouths of the little children
of white laborers, and no matter how false the
¢ry may be it will not matter.

‘What then will Japan do? A natlon may
be ever so ecarnest in Its desire for peace, but
when, within another government, her people
nre being slain, and that government is [mpo-
tent to protect them, what will Japan do? There
are many Amerlcans in Mexico, suppose their
wholesale murder should begin, what would our
government do?

Washington is in nearly as frenzied a con-
dition as is Californin. Oregon Is not so bad,
for conditions are different in that state; but
how c¢an the west coast protect itself against
its own Internal foes when that crisis shall be
precipitated? Her coast should be protected by
fighting ships, her ecities should be protected
from front and rear atlacks, and her young
men should be trained to protect their homes,
and given the means to make that protectlon el-
fective, .

Fa_rming vs. Half Farming

HE farmers have skimmed over the surface
T of the United States. Big farms bave been

the rule and imperfect farming has also,
too often been the rule. Now we are told that
the public domain fit for farming i& well nigh
exhausted, and statisticians figure up the time,
not now far off, when we shall eease to export
farm producis and begin to import them. Would
it mot be a good time to begin anew?

If the majority of farmers and planters would
gell half their acresge and put the work here-
tofore done on the whole tract, upon the half
left, would they not realize, on the average, as
much as they do now? We think they would,
And with the result that the farming population
would be doubled and the products of the farms
would be doubled. In that way the clties would
not grow quite so rapldly, but that would not
be such a great misfortune. A boy In South
Carolinn this yenr raised from three acres as
much corn as his neighbors on either side raised
on thirty-three acres., That was not luck but
intelligent farming. He put all his time on three
acres, and every hill counted, First he pre-
pared the soll, then he planted only the most
perfect seed; then he watched It, cultivated it
incessantly when the ground was dry, and
guarded steadily against damage from the wash
when heavy ralns fell, and gave his nelghbors
far and near an object lesson of what might be
done, If men would alternate thelr crops; see
to the drainage and fertilizers; as the ranges
grow searce make more of a feature of their
sheep and cattle; who knows what they might
accomplish? But that would mean intelligent
work every day In the year. I8 the average
farmer ready to undertake that kind of farm-
ing?
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Caricatured Himself

SCENE may he portrayed by a pleture or
A a carleature. In one the rough places are
velled; In the other exaggerated out of all
semblance to the real, but still refresh the mem-
ory of one who has looked upon the secene. Then,
too, while the scene I8 a glorifted picirre or a
hideous monstrosity, something of the artist per-
mentes his work and through the glory or the
shame we find that the artist has left reflections
of his own soul upon It. We are reminded of this
hy reading J. Ross Browne's “Peep at Washoe"
Browne was a gifted man, an engineer and ac-

countant, we belleve, and familiar with private
and government business. He made the Journey
from EBan Franclsco via the Placerville route to
the Comstock in the early spring of 1800, and a
year or two later wrole his Impressions, lus-
trating the work with his own pencll His object
doubtiess was to write a jolly hook and to in-
clude within it under a seemi sy jolly style nll
the sarcasm and sneers that had been gathering
in his soul from boyhood.

He describes his journey over the Slerras in
a tone as though he would paint it as a Jolly good
picture and yet convey an exnggerated idea of his
own sufferings. Through all the nearly five hun-
dred pages of his book we can find no word of
pity or admiretion or mppreciation of any one;
the men generally are described as uncouth, gen-
erally densely ignorant, and in great part made
up of either clowns or desperadoes or rurals. His
description of Virginia City was this: “Virginia
City, & mud hole; climate, hurricanes and snow:
water, a dilution of arsenic, plumbago and cop-
peras; wood, none at all except sage orush; no
title Lo property, and no property worth having”

And all around him were men with so much
clearer visions than his, meén who by instinet
grasped the thought that there was something
under their feet and his which in a little while
would be the concernment of the financial world,
and a controiling factor In the world of trade.
There were men there, too, who saw everyone's
needs around them and kept the.s ears open to
every ‘ry; and there, too, were deeds of self-sacri-
fice aud self-abnegation performed silently that
mide the angel of mercy, who was watching,
smile through her tears, That place which he
pictured as so desolate and dreary wis where
high thoughts were born and achievements
wrought out which a lttle later became the
world's admiration. J. Ross Browne had his
brief sneer and did not know that he was making
a pleture of himself whiech would be n shame to
him until he should be forgotten

How to Get People to Utah

HEN Mormon and Gentile meet and reason
W about things in Utah, they agree thal there

should be a closer walk among the people;
that the state has not grown as fast as It should
have done during the past ten wyears, and ask
ench other how they can cloger assimilate
things In Utah. We can tell them:. The Ameri
can people are a political people. We once asked

a bright man who was of not much account why
he did not, when young, master a trade. His
reply was: “Oh, it would have sghocked my
mother, Bhe would have thought that It would

interfere with my chance of belng president of
the United States” There is a whole lot In that,
No boy was ever poorer than Abraham Lincoln;

few poorer than Andrew Jackson. But both be-
came prealdents of the Uniled States. Now when
a state legiglature elects & Unlted States Sen-
ator, not because he has done the state much
gervice; not beécause he {s a scholar, or stalesman
of a masterful view of affairs, but because the
logislature has recelved counsel to elect him,

counsel which a superstitious fear makes it Im-

possible to refuse: what ls the prospect of galn-
ing more people? What wonld the oranary
man do, were he living in an eastern state and
deslred to move west? Would he go where his

sons would never have a chance, no matter how
gifted, to obtain political recognition?




